
A letter from our Pastor

                        Becoming a Welcoming Church
 
Have you ever tried to teach a child to tie their shoes? It’s
something most of us do so naturally and automatically that
breaking down the process into teachable steps is a challenge.
Teaching our people to extend Christ’s radical hospitality to first
time guests is no less a challenge. I want to encourage all of us 
to be radically hospitable to our guests.
 
It is important to remember that in this era of front door greeters
at every store, people are immune to the person at the front
door. Many churches put all their welcome effort into the person
at the front door, yet the people in the pews keep to themselves.
It takes everyone to have a spirit of welcome, not just the people
at the welcome center.
 
Here are three things that help us become a welcoming church:
 

Inviting – many churches are not inviting yet they say they
are welcoming. We must go beyond hoping that someone
will walk through the front door on Sunday; we must ask
them to come. Our church needs to encourage people to
feel welcome at our church, even before they have come
into the parking lot. People should feel welcome at our
church because they were invited to an service. 

1.

Welcoming – once people invite their friends to church the
entire church must be welcoming. It is not up to the
welcome team or the greeters or the pastors to do the
welcome. People are waiting for someone in their pew to
say hello. Sunday is the time for community interaction not
just private devotions. Use the “3-minute rule:” spend the
three minutes just before and just after the worship service

2.

greeting those you do not know. So often people visit with
those they know at church and believe that they have a
friendly congregation. Yet when visitors come, their
experience too often is that other than ushers and greeters,
no one speaks to them. So, the “3-minute rule” reminds
people to be intentional about greeting and getting to know
someone you don’t know during these two times.
 3.  Befriending – if people get invited to come to church, they
come along and feel a sense of welcome but nobody ever
makes friends with them, then they won’t stay very long in
our church. As important as welcome is befriending new
people is even more important if you want them to stay in our
church longer than a couple of weeks. If we want to disciple
new people that come to our church, then we have to
befriend them and be in relationship with them. The first step
is learning names. Write them down as soon as you can, so
that if they come again, you can remember!
 
This is just the tip of the iceberg in creating a welcoming
church; it won’t happen overnight, and we must keep working
on it. In our effort to become a Great Commission Church, it
takes all of us to reach new people, connect them into our
church, and help them grow, serve, and go. Pray that the
Lord of the Harvest will bring lots of workers into the fields.
    
                                            Love, 
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Saturday Serve Day February 8th!

Go Saturdays are an opportunity to Serve
 our community and church. 
Click on this QR Code if 
you haven’t already signed up.
February 8th at 8 Breakfast
8:30-noon 
Outreach & Renovation

OPERATI ON CHRI STMAS CHI LD
I TEMS NEEDED FOR  

FEBRUARY

ITS TIME TO START
 COLLECTING  

FOR FEBRUARY!
 

* SOAP ,  TO O TH BRU SH ES  &
WASH C LO TH S

MONDAYS STARTING
February 3rd

 Help us prepare
 the faci l i t ies 
for  the future!  

 

9am-3pm
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SINGING GOD’S PRAISES IS A GIFT!
JOIN THE CHOIR!

CHOIR WILL SERVE AT 
 1ST SERVICE AT 9:30AM 

 CONTACT ERNIE FOR MORE INFO 
501-837-0861



ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 501-988-4989

zionhillbc@gmail.com
11923 Zion Hill Road

Cabot, AR  72023

SCHOOL DAYS
OUT
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 JNPSD  
FEBRUARY 17

CABOT 
FEBRUARY 17

PCSD  
FEBRUARY 17


